Tnners in the HANOS
of an Angry GOD

Jonathan Edwards

BACKGROUND Jonathan Edwards delivered this famous sermon
to a congregation in Enfield, Connecticut, in 1741, Surprisingly, he
spoke quietly and without emotion. According to one account, he
read the six-hour work in a level voice, staring over the heads of
his audience at the bell rope that hung against the back wall “as if
he would stare it in two." Despite his calm manner, his listeners are
said to have screamed in terror, and Edwards had to stop several
times to ask for silence.

Chis is the case of every one of you that are out of Christ:!
That world of misery, that lake of burning brimstone, is

extended abroad under you. There is the dreadful pit of the = Yo@bulary
glowing flames of the wrath of God; there is Hell's wide e
gaping mouth open; and you have nothing to stand upon, nor mgfﬁmm"'
anything to take hold of; there is nothing between you and a person
Hell but the air; it is only the power and mere pleasure of
God that holds you up.

You probably are not sensible of this; you find you
are kept out of Hell, but do not see the hand of God in if;
but look at other things, as the good state of your bodily - Comprehension
constitition, your care of your own life, and the means Of what does
you use for your own preservation. But indeed these things = EOWArts believe his
are nothing; if God should withdraw his hand, they would Eﬂ;‘rﬂlsfii?::ﬂ;m & not

avail no more to keep you from falling than the thin air to
hold up a person that 1s suspended in it.
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1. out of Christ notin God's grace.
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EXPERIENCE

Biblical imagery

Jonathan Edwards's frightening
imagery of God's potential for
wrath and destruction racalls sto-
ries of fires, floods, and divine
retribution in the Old Testament
of the King James Bible. While

this imagery terrified Edwards's
audience, they would have found
it quite familiar. In fact, in 1741,
when Edwards delivered this
serman, the King James Bibla

had been in wide circulation for
130 years. The first English versicn
of the Bible to indude both the
Old and New Testaments, the King
James Bible had been produced at
the express request of the Puritans

Your wickedness makes you as it were heavy as lead, and to
tend downwards with great welght and pressure towards Hell;
and if God should let you go, you would immediately sink and
swiftly descend and plunge into the bottomless gulf, and your
healthy constttution, and your own care and prudence, and best
contrivance, and all your righteousness, would have no more
influence to uphold you and keep you out of Hell, than a spider's
web would have to stop a fallen rock. Were it not for the sovereign
pleasure of God, the earth would not bear you one moment . . .
The world would spew you out, were it not for the soverelgn hand
of Him who hath subjected i in hope. There are black clouds of
God's wrath now hanging directly over your heads, full of the
dreadful storm, and big with thunder; and were it not for the
restraining hand of God, it would immediately burst forth upon
you. The sovereign pleasure of God, for the present, stays? his
rough wind; otherwise it would come with fury, and your destruc-
tion would come like a whirlwind, and you would be like the chaff
of the summer threshing floor.

The wrath of God 1s like great waters that are dammed
for the present; they increase more and more, and rise higher
and higher, till an outlet 1s gtven: and the longer the stream is

in England in 1611. This Bible, with
its haunting language and pow-
erful imagery, would have baen
commaon daily reading for most of
Edwards's listeners.

stopped, the more rapld and mighty is its course, when once

It 1s let loose. It is true, that judgment against your evil works
has not been executed hitherto; the Hoods of God's vengeance
have been withheld: but your gullt in the meantime 1s con-
stantly Increasing, and you are every day treasuring up more
wrath; the waters are constantly rising, and waxing more

and more mighty; and there is nothing but the mere pleasure
of God, that holds the waters back, that are unwilling to be
stopped, and press hard to go forward. If God should only
withdraw his hand from the floodgate, it would immediately fly
open, and the flery floods of the flerceness and wrath of God,

would rush forth with inconcetvable fury, and would come upon

you with omnipotent power; and If your strength were ten thousand
times greater than it s, yea, ten thousand times greater than the
strength of the stoutest, sturdlest devil in Hell, it would be nothing to
withstand or endure .

The bow of God's wrath s bent. and the arrow made ready on the
string, and justice bends the arrow at your heart, and strains the
bow, and it 1= nothing but the mere pleasure of God, and that of an
angry God, without any promise or obligation at all, that keeps the
arrow one moment from belng made drunk with your blood. Thus all
you that never passed under a great change of heart, by the mighty
power of the spirit of God upon your souls; all
you that were never born again, and made new
creatures, and raised from being dead in sin, to

Connect to the Literature

How do you think a contemporary
audience of worshippers would
react to this type of "fire and brim-
stone” biblical imagery?

Vocabulary

prudence (prd " dens)

n. carefulness; caution
omnlpotent {&m nip" e tent)
adj. all-powerful

2. stavs iatdzl v. restraina.
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a state of new, and before altogether unexperienced light and life, are
in the hands of an angry God. However you may have reformed your
life in many things, and may have had religious affectlons, and may
keep up a form of religion in your families and closets,? and in the
house of God, it is nothing but His mere pleasure that keeps you from
being this moment swallowed up in everlasting destruction. However

unconvinced you may now be of the truth of what you hear, by and by .. "’i""

you will be fully convinced of it.

Those that are gone from being in the like circumstances with
you, see that it was so with them; for destruction came suddenly
upon most of them; when they expected nothing of it, and while they
were saying, peace and safety: now they see, that those things on
which they depended for peace and safety, were nothing but thin air
and empty shadows.

The God that holds you over the pit of Hell, much as one holds
a spider, or some loathsome insect over the fire, abhors you, and i=s
dreadfully provoked: his wrath towards you burns like fire; he looks
upon you as worthy of nothing else, but to be cast into the fire; he 1s
of purer eyes than to bear to have you in his sight; yon are ten thou-
sand times more abominable in his eyes, than the most hateful ven-
omous serpent is in ours. . . .

O sinner! Consider the fearful danger you are in: it is a great fur-
nace of wrath, a wide and bottomless pit, full of the fire of wrath, that
you are held over in the hand of that God, whose wrath 1s provoked
and Incensed as much against you, as against many of the damned
in Hell. You hang by a slender thread, with the flames of divine wrath
flashing about it, and ready every moment to singe it, and bum it
asunder; and you have no interest In any mediator, and nothing to
lay hold of to save yourself, nothing to keep off the flames of wrath,
nothing of your own, nothing that you ever have done, nothing that
you can do, to induce God to spare you one moment. . . .

When God beholds the ineffable* extremity of your case, and sees
your torment to be so vastly disproportioned to your strength, and
sees how your poor soul is crushed, and sinks down, as it were, into
an infinfte gloom; he will have no compassion upon you, he will not
forbear the executions of his wrath, or in the least lighten his hand;
there shall be no moderation or mercy, nor will God then at all stay
his rongh wind; he will have no regard to your welfare, nor be at all
careful lest you should suffer too much in any other sense, than only
that you shall not suffer beyond what strict fustice requires. . . .

God stands ready to pity you; this is a day of mercy; you may cry
now with some encouragement of obtaining mercy. But once the day of
mercy is past, your most lamentable and dolorous® cries and shrieks

3. closets n. amall, private reoma for meditation.
4. ineffable (in &f & bel) n. inexpresaible.
E. dolorous (d& ler &) adj. sad; moumful.

& o _

Vocabulary
medlator (m& dé & ter}
n. one who recondles
Opposing groups
Induce (in ddos) v
cause; bring about

Comprehension

According to Edwards,
what & "but thin air
and empty shadows"?

Using Context Clues
What dlue does the referance
to "forever” provide to the
meaning of boundless?

will be in vain; you will be wholly lost and thrown away of God, as to
any regard to your welfare. God will have no other nse to put you to,
but to suffer misery; you shall be continued in being to no other end;
for you will be a vessel of wrath fitted to destruction; and there will be
no other use of this vessel, but to be filled full of wrath. . . .

Thus it will be with you that are in an unconverted state, 1f yon
continue in it; the infinite might, and majesty, and terribleness of
the omnipotent God shall be magnified upon you, in the ineffable
strength of your torments. You shall be tormented in the presence
of the holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb.f and when you
shall be in this state of suffering, the glorious Inhabitants of Heaven
shall go forth and look on the awful spectacle, that they may see
what the wrath and flerceness of the Almighty is; and when they have
zeen it, they will fall down and adore that great power and majesty. .. .

It would be dreadful to suffer this flerceness and wrath of
Almighty God one moment; but you must suffer it to all eternity.
There will be no end to this exquisite horrible misery. When you look
forward, you shall see a Jong forever, a boundless duration before you,
which will swallow up your thoughts and amaze your soul; and you
will absolutely despair of ever having any deliverance, any end, any
mitigation, any rest at all. . . .

How dreadful is the state of those that are dadly and hourly in the
danger of this great wrath and infinite misery! But this is the dismal
case of every soul In this congregatlon that has not been born again,
however moral and strict, sober and religlous, they may otherwise
be. Oh that you would consider i, whether you be young or old! . . .
Those of you that finally continue in a natural condition, that shall
keep you out of Hell longest will be there in a little time! Your damna-
tion does not sumber; it will come swiftly, and, In all probability, very
suddenly upon many of you. You have reason to wonder that you are
not already in Hell. It 18 doubtless the case of some whom you have
seen and known, that never deserved Hell more than you, and that
heretofore appeared as likely to have been now alive as you. Thelr
case is past all hope; they are crying in extreme misery and perfect
despair; but here you are in the land of the Iiving and in the house
of God, and have an opportunity to obtain salvation. What would
not those poor damned hopeless souls give for one day’s
opportunity such as you now enjoy!

And now you have an extracrdinary opportunity, a day wherein
Christ has thrown the door of mercy wide open, and stands
in calling and crylng with a Joud volce to poor sinners; a day wherein
many are flocking to him, and pressing into the kingdom of God.
Many are daily coming from the east, west, north and south; many
that were very lately In the same miserable condition that you are in,

6. the Lamb Jesus.
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are now in a happy state, with their hearts filled with love to him who
has loved them, and washed them from their sins in his own blood,
and rejolcing in hope of the glory of God. How awiul is i to be left
behind at such a day! To see so mamny others feasting, while you are
pining and perishing! To see so0 many rejolcing and singing for joy of
heart, while you have cause to mourn for sorrow of heart, and howl for
vexation of spirit! . . .

Therefore, let everyone that is out of Christ now awake and fly
from the wrath to come. The wrath of Almighty God is now undoubt-
edly hangding over a great part of this congregation: let everyone fly
out of Sodom.” "Haste and escape for your lives, look not behind you.
escape to the mountain, lest you be consumed.™®

7. Sedom [sad” &m) In the Bible, & city destroyed by fire because of the sinfulness of ita
people.

B. "Haste . . . consumed™ from Geneais 18:17, the angala’ warning to Lot, the only viruous
man in Sodom, to flee the city before they deatroy it.

Critical Reading

. Key ldeas and Details (a) According o the opening paragraph, w

what keeps sinners from falling irto hell? (b) Interpret: According Cite (1]

to Edwards, what do his listeners mistakenly feel keeps them from Mm
falling into hell? %

2. Key Ideas and Details (a) What words in the sermon’s tithe
suggest the emotional focus of Edwards's message? (b) Analyze:
What additional traits does Edwards atiribute to God as the ser-
maon progresses?

3. Key Ideas and Details {a) Toward the end of the sermon, what
does Edwards say sinners can obtain? (b) Analyze Cause and
Effect: What must sinners do to obtain these things?

4. Integration of Knowledge and ldeas Given his purpose and
the audience of worshipers to whomn he spoke, do you think
Edwards's sermon was effective? Why or why not?

5. Integration of Knowledge and ldeas This sermon played a
significamt role in reinvigorating Puritan faith during the 1740s.
Why? State your opinion, using at least two of these Essential
Question words: powerful, beliefs, doctrine, faithful. [Connecting
to the Essential Question: How does [iterature shape or
reflect society?]




