Honors English III  Student Pledge for Success
By signing this contract, you agree to the following belief system in order to ensure success in Honors English…                         Please initial.
	I will try my best. I have to think on my own, challenging and questioning. I will be an involved and active student. My hard work will pay off.
	

	I know Mrs. Mitchell cannot constantly police all of my work for plagiarism. I am responsible and accountable for my integrity.
	

	I know that Mrs. Mitchell strongly values students who demonstrate respect for themselves and others. I know that Mrs. Mitchell values students who have integrity. [Examples of bad behavior: being rude to peers, talking about another student outside of class because we have class discussions and I disagree with that person, trying to get answers to quizzes or homework from other classes, copying someone else’s work, suggesting Mrs. Mitchell lost my assignments when I actually didn’t turn it in, posting answers on- line, using phone during class to find answers, looking onto someone else’s paper, stealing someone else’s paper,  or using social media to be rude about the class]
	

	I know plagiarism in any way is considered cheating. I know how to prevent plagiarism and will always avoid it.
	

	I know I this is a challenging class. I will have to set goals, make a plan for success, prioritize, and manage my time well.
	

	I know that I will have to manage my stress in appropriate ways in order to be healthy and happy.
	

	I know that negative attitudes about the work in class will not be permitted because it spreads like a disease to every other stressed student. Plus, it doesn’t make anything better.     
	

	I know I will have to write MANY essays because this is a writing course.
	

	I know I will have to actually read “A LOT”!
	

	I know I will have nightly homework, weekend work, and work over breaks.   
	

	I know I will have to work very hard in this class to make a good grade. I know that this class may not be as easy to get an A as other classes.
	

	I know I will have to earn my grade. I will not get a good grade just because I chose to take the class or because I always made good grades in the past.      
	

	I know this is an honors class. It will require more time and work on my part. Therefore, my work ethic is very important! I will be expected to behave accordingly. Disruptive students will be immediately referred to an administrator.
	

	I know that mistakes may happen, but I can fix them and humbly help others without being disrespectful or immature.
	

	I know this class will help me become a well-rounded, informed, and prepared citizen—not just look good on my transcript.  
	

	I know that Mrs. Mitchell has a “method to her madness” and is well-trained; therefore, questioning and challenging must be done in a respectful, polite manner. She does have a reason for all assignments. They are meaningful (proven by effective educational research) and not intended to waste time.
	

	I know where to find daily lesson plans/homework on Mrs. Mitchell’s blackboard site and class whiteboard.
	

	I know Mrs. Mitchell is available for help, but I must make an appointment on her calendar. I also know that when Mrs. Mitchell goes home at night she spends time with her family and will not check her email at night to answer questions. I will be respectful of her time and thankful that she is available in the mornings, lunch, and after school. She loves to see you in person!
	

	I have read and agree to abide by all handouts relating to the course and classroom procedures/rules/grades.
	

	I understand that late work will have a twenty point deduction for each day.
	

	I will advocate for myself respectfully and initiate conferences at an appropriate time to discuss problems or concerns.
	

	I know that attendance is very important. I will try my best to be here unless I am very sick. I know that parent conferences will be arranged after three absences. I know that if I am absent more than 10 times, I will fail. I agree to be responsible for any notes, assignments, or activities that occur during an absence.
	

	I know that being on time for class is very important. I know that Mrs. Mitchell will give me lunch detention every time that I am late.
	

	I know that colleges are looking for creativity, originality, leadership, problem solving skills, and integrity. I know this is the year and the class to demonstrate those exemplary traits, so that Mrs. Mitchell will be able and willing to write recommendation letters for me in the future.
	

	I know that I am a role model to my peers in other classes and present only honors quality work, behavior, and integrity.
	

	I know that Mrs. Mitchell understands the pressure I am under to make good grades; however, she is a teacher who wants students to LEARN (which may be contrary to my goals). Therefore, learning is her main concern---not how to help boost grades. I know my grade will be earned according to my learning.
	

	I know that I must always provide a paper copy of work. Even if I email Mrs. Mitchell with assignments, I must give her a paper copy as well. She will not print out any papers for me because it is my responsibility to go to the media center and print them.
	

	I know that it is my responsibility to listen and apply all instructions. Due to the extremely large class size, Mrs. Mitchell will not be able to repeat instructions over and over.
	

	 I also know that because of the extremely large class size, it is vital that I stay on task and not disrupt other students’ learning environment. Otherwise, necessary instruction will be impeded. I know that Mrs. Mitchell will not tolerate disruptions.
	

	I know I am responsible for applying good study habits, time management, and healthy methods to deal with stress.
	

	I know Mrs. Mitchell does not GIVE any points to boost grades. I would never ask at the last minute: “What can I do to get a point”? I would never scream: “But I REALLY need to get an A!” Instead, I will work diligently throughout the semester. My hard work will pay off!
	

	I know that we will be preparing for the ACT, SAT, and NC Final Exam in this class.
	

	I know I will need a large 3 ring binder, paper, black pens, pencils, several dividers, and hi-liters. 
	

	 I know that all of the vocabulary lists are on the Quizlet website (posted on Mrs. Mitchell’s blackboard site). The Quizlet links allow me to print note cards and cut them out, play games, study online, and quiz myself.
	

	I know I have to do vocabulary homework because it will help me remember the words.
	

	I know that Mrs. Mitchell has over 100 students she advises. Because of this, she will not be able to make elaborate annotations on my paper. I must LISTEN as she goes over the papers in class and revise accordingly. I also know that if I work independently and try my best, but I still have questions, she is more than willing to help. She loves to help students who first try to improve independently and want to do better!
	

	I know that Mrs. Mitchell may ask me to use my phone for instructional purposes on occasion because she thinks it can be used as a wonderful learning tool.
	

	I know that Mrs. Mitchell will collect cell phones during some lessons or assessments.
	

	I know Wake County’s and the school’s discipline policies. I know Mrs. Mitchell follows them. I will be expected to behave accordingly. Disruptive students will be immediately referred to an administrator.
	

	I know that when the class goes to the media center, I will have to keep my phone, Ipods, mp3s, and food/drinks in my bag. I also know that the librarians deserve the same amount of respect as any other member of the staff.
	


I have read the syllabus, expectations, and student pledge. I will help my child deal with the stresses of this class in a positive way in order to help he/she prepare for ACT, SAT, and NCFE. I can find the daily lesson plans on Mrs. Mitchell’s blackboard site. 
Guardian Signature: __________________________________________________  Date: _________________________
T H A N K     Y O U!
